

Vision of Western Maine Rail:  Moving People and Goods for a Better Economy

The region/geography:
Western Maine:  Androscoggin, Franklin and Oxford Counties

The economy:
Traditional manufacturing and warehousing
Recent growth in transportation logistics (TDL)
Increasing four-season tourism
Increasing outdoor recreational industry

The assets:
· St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad, Lewiston/Auburn Railroad Company
· Auburn-Lewiston Municipal Airport
· Port of Auburn, Foreign Trade Zone, US Customs
· Commercial/Industrial zoned land with utilities
· Access to Maine Turnpike Exit 75
· Freight Intermodal Facility, Auburn, via National Highway System highway (Kittyhawk Ave.) to Exit 75
· High-Speed Rail Designation to Auburn
· Passenger Intermodal Facility, Auburn (has been planned and Environmental Assessment approved) and Bethel (Bethel Station)
· Mountain Explorer Transit Service to Sunday River Ski Resort and Mt. Abram ski area

The Opportunities:
· Commuter rail:  Lewiston/Auburn to Portland, Pineland, Lisbon, Brunswick
· CanAm Connection, Inland Port of Auburn for distribution of goods (east/west and north/south connections)
· Freight and Passenger rail to Montreal

The Benefits:
· Increased freight opportunities
· Expanded regional economy
· Statewide Tourism
· Increase modal choices
· Air quality benefits

The Vision:
· Create passenger rail connection between Portland and Montreal, through Auburn and Bethel
· Increase capacity and efficiencies for freight rail
· Extend High-Speed Rail designation north of Auburn to Montreal
· Accommodate growth of the Port of Auburn and the Foreign Trade Zone
· Re-establish critical link between Lewiston, Lisbon and Brunswick via the Lewiston Lower Road rail line

The Plan of Action:
· Establish a passenger/commuter rail connection between Auburn and downtown Portland, via St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad
· St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad acquisition from Yarmouth Junction to Auburn
· Construct mainline connection between St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad and Lewiston/Auburn Railroad
· Acquisition of Lewiston Lower Railroad, Lisbon to Lewiston, and upgrade (Upgrade - $14 million)
· Upgrade St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad rail to high-speed capability to Montreal
· Upgrade St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad to international weight standard (286,000 pounds) to Montreal
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